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UPCOMING ZAC EVENTS: 
 
 
LADIES CLUB:  Sunday, February 21 
ZAC Ladies Club will be meeting on Sunday, Feb. 21, at the Jesung residence 
(7121 Nimrod Dr., Huntington Beach, CA 92647). Meeting starts at 12:30 p.m. 
Our guest speaker is Katy Alamshaw, who will be giving a talk on Domestic 
Violence. There will also be a cooking demonstration of appetizers. Bring your 
favorite pot-luck dish to share.  RSVP Gool at 714-842-3032. 
 
  
NAVROZE CELEBRATION: Saturday, March 20 
 
Get ready for our first fun event of the year: Our Navroze celebrations this year 
will be held at the Fountain Valley Senior Center on Saturday, March 20. 
Those who have not paid their membership dues please do so before March 16 
to avail of member pricing, which is as follows: 
$25 members 
$20 seniors and student members 
$15 children (5-10) 
$40 non-members 
Free- children under 5 
The hall has a maximum capacity of 240. Please purchase your tickets now. 
If we have reached a total of 240 persons, no tickets will be sold at the 
door.   
Date:  Saturday, March 20 
Place:  Fountain Valley Senior Center (17967 Bushard St., Fountain Valley, CA 
92708) 
Time:  7 to 11 p.m. 
Dinner, dancing, games, prizes 
Junior ñBawaa-Baweeò contest (under 12 years) 
 
Please fill out attached form and mail to Sheila Madon or fill out the form on line 
and pay by credit card at www.zacla.org. 
 

http://www.zacla.org/


HOLLYWOOD BOWL: July 10 
By popular demand ZAC is once again planning a trip to the Hollywood Bowl on 

Saturday evening, July 10, 2010.  The program is titled ñA Beatles Celebrationò. 

Unfortunately there are no fireworks with this show. Tickets are $14 each and includes a 

reserved picnic spot.   

 As usual we will picnic before the show with our usual pora-pau, cutlets and other Parsi 

favorites.  

 Please call Burjor  Santoke at 714-963-1301 or email bvhm.santoke@verizon.net by 

March 15 if you are interested in going. We will only get as many tickets as replies 

received. 

 
 
 
 

RECENT EVENTS: 
 
An Evening with Maestro Mehta 
 
Our fundraiser for the hall on December 12, 2009 with Maestro Zubin Mehta and 
the L.A. Philharmonic was a big success.  After the concert, guests enjoyed the 
banquet dinner and had an opportunity to meet and take photographs with Zubin.  
Our grateful thanks to Ratan Munshi for coordinating the event and to Zubin and 
Nancy Mehta for gracing the occasion. 
 
 
Christmas PartyéééOh What Fun!! 
 
The Holiday party on Dec. 13, 2009 was a big hit with over 75 people in 
attendance.  This was an event that catered to our youngest members, many of 
them under 5 years of age.  There were games for all ages and lots of prizes, 
which were graciously donated by Sunny Deboo, Havi Lilaoowala, Gool Jesung 
and Pervize Sidhwa.   
Armaiti May and Mahfrin Santoke provided live music on the violin and flute, so 
our carolers and audience could sing in tune.  The highlight of the evening was 
our very own ZAC Santa Claus, who came with a big bundle of candy and gifts 
for all the children. 
Our grateful thanks to Bachhi and Homey Writer for making the use of their 
community hall possible, to Rukshana Cowasjee, Gool Jesung and Havi 
Lilaoowala for their help in organizing the party and to Farhad Choksy, Ferez 
Khavarian and Hanoz Santoke for all the running around they did to keep the 
show moving. 
 
 
 
 
 



9th World Zoroastrian Congress 
Dubai, December 2009 

 
For the last four days of the decade, close to 750 Zoroastrians from all over the 
world gathered at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Dubai to celebrate the appropriate 
theme ñUnity through the sands of timeò. Preceding the event there was some 
controversy about the venue, the choice of location, the religious tolerance of the 
home country, the cost involved and anything one could think of being used to 
defer the proceedings. All these concerns were soon laid to rest by the obvious 
capability of the organizing team lead by Meher Bhesania. Every minute detail 
was addressed, and every need of the delegates, from business and commerce, 
food, music and entertainment to topics of discussion like health and welfare and 
even horoscopes were discreetly taken into consideration. Speakers, business 
icons and religious heads from all member countries were very well represented.  
Dubai met and exceeded all expectations of a host country and has set the bar at 
a new level. Zoroastrians from around the globe can meet and co-exist with each 
other and set aside their differences to celebrate and glorify a common religion.  
There was something for everybody who attended. The largest overseas 
contingent for this international gathering was from India, 151, followed by USA, 
130, Iran 80, Pakistan 47, U.K. 42, Canada 26, Australia 19, and New Zealand, 
Oman and Singapore 2 each.  The local UAE registrants numbered 175. 
Please see the official congress website at www.wzcongress.org for the latest 
updates and photographs of the event.  The site is being updated on a regular 
basis. 
 
 
 
 
 

APPEALS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

 
Khusru Daver Appeal 
We have received an appeal from Kainaaz Driver to help her father, Mr. Khusru 
Daver who has been diagnosed with elephantiasis. Mr. Daver has worked in the 
Pune Tower of Silence for the past 10 years. On 27th January he had 3 seizure 
attacks and had to be admitted to the hospital ICU.  
 
If you would like to help this family, you may mail your check made out to ZAC, to 
Rooky Fitter, 4611 Stellrecht, Huntington Beach, CA 92646. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.wzcongress.org/


The Indicorps fellowship is a profound personal experience and an opportunity 
to understand participatory development through intense voluntary service. The 
structured program encourages participants to leave their comfort zones, place 
others' interests before their own, test their own potential to affect change, 
explore their relationship with India, and understand what it means to lead by 
committing themselves to innovative grassroots projects. Indicorps believes that 
giving one's time and energy, without any attachment to the outcome, regardless 
of the circumstances, is an unparalleled personal experience in service. At the 
same time, the fellowship is a chance for fellows to address their own identity, 
recognize their personal boundaries, and understand how to produce change in 
their environment(s). The fellowship is deeply rewarding, a transformational and 
challenging personal journey, and part of Indicorpsô collective experiment for 
change. www.indicorps.org    To apply: http://apply.indicorps.org/     Application 
deadline is March 1st. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEW VADA DASTOORJI SAHEB!  (extracted 
from message by Ervad Marzban J. Hathiram) 

Ervad Kaikhushroo Navroze Dastoor, (more popularly known as K.N. Dastoor or 
KND) was elected as the 17th Dastur Meherjirana, to succeed Dastur Meherji 
Dastur Kaikobad of Navsari, who passed away on Jan 23, 2010.  The 
Bhagarsath Anjuman met under the leadership of Dasturji Firoze Kotwal and 
after deliberations, Ervad K. N. Dastoor was offered the post, which he humbly 
accepted.  Thereafter, a large congregation gathered at the residence of the late 
Dasturji Meherji, and the entire mohalla was overflowing with mobeds of the 
Bhagarsath Panth and some senior priests who had come from various cities to 
pay their last respects to their departed colleague.  In midst of this sea of Mobeds 
and laity, the Uthamna ceremony was performed by senior Bhagaria priests 
Ervad Keki Ravji (Panthaky of the Cama Baug Agiary in Mumbai) and Ervad 
Homi Kotwal (senior Boywalla priest of the Navsari Bhagarsath Atash Behram) 
along with their colleagues. As per the long standing traditions of the Bhagarsath 
Tola, at the end of the Uthamna, the Tandorasti was recited with the name of 
Ervad Kaikhushroo thereby conveying to the attendees the name and face of the 
new appointment.  Several shawls were presented to the new dasturji. 
In this manner, without much fuss or attention or controversy, but with deep 
spiritual import and in line with the nearly 800 year history of the Bhagarsath 
Tola, the seat of spiritual power has passed from one member of the Meherjirana 
family to another. Dasturji Meherji is dead. Welcome and long live the new 
Dastur Meherjirana! 

Dasturji Kaikhushroo has visited southern California often and is well known to 
our members here.  He is very knowledgeable in matters of religion, a brilliant 
speaker, a lawyer and flautist, and conducts religious camps regularly under the 
auspices of the Mazdayasnie Connection. Our hearty congratulations for his 
prestigious appointment. We wish him good health and many years of a 
successful, invigorating and memorable Dasturi. 

http://www.indicorps.org/
http://apply.indicorps.org/


 
Shoes For Souls 
 
Got old shoes to donate?  Bring them to the next function or drop them off at the 
Santoke residence (19071 Bikini Lane, Huntington Beach, CA 92646).   Tel: 714-
963-1301. 
Vira will deliver them to Sole Sisters who put shoes on the feet of those who are 
living without, mostly in the third world countries.  
 

The FEZANA Excellence In Sports Scholarship (EXISS) is now accepting 
applications for 2010.    

Created in 2005, the objective of this Scholarship is to provide financial support 
to young Zarathushtis (between the ages of 10-30) who are performing 
exceptionally and at highly recognized levels in all areas of Sports activity. The 
purpose of the scholarship is to enable the recipients to get world-class training 
or study with experts in their field and thus fine tune and enhance their talent and 
capabilities.  The deadline for applications is May 31, 2010.  For details or more 
information contact Zenobia Damania at admin@fezana.org or call the Fezana 
Office at 630-468-2705. 

 

FEZANA AGM  

The FEZANA Annual General Meeting will be held in Oakville, Ontario on April 
24 and 25, 2010.  Please call Vira Santoke (714-963-1301) or email 
vsantoke@zacla.org, if you are interested in further information. ( The agenda is 
not available yet.) 

 

 

Zarrir B handara, A Real L ife Hero! 

 

On Dec. 21, 2009, Zarrir Bhandara was awarded a plaque by the American Red Cross 

Donor Center Coordinator, Peter D. Vu, for donating blood and blood products to save 

lives.  Zarrir has saved more than 300 lives by donating through American Red Cross, 

CHOC, Hoag hospital and Kaiser Permanente, for anybody who is in need of blood or 

blood products.  Mr. Vu remarked :  ñAn actor on silver screen becomes a hero by saving 

lives in a movie.  We have a real life hero amongst us, who has saved over three hundred 

livesò.   Congratulations, Zarrir! 

 

 

 

 

mailto:vsantoke@zacla.org


 
 

 

 

 

Flute Recital 

Mahfrin Santoke will be giving her graduation flute recital on Friday, May 7, at 5 p.m., at 

the Bob Cole Conservatory of Music, California State University, Long Beach.  

Admission is free (except for parking) and all are welcome.  Program will include works 

by Bach, Mozart, Shostakovich, Robert Dick, and Sarasate.  If you wish to attend, please 

call for directionsé714-655-3821 or email msantoke@csulb.edu 

 

CONDOLENCES:  

 

Naju Soli Daruwala, pioneer Zarathusti, educator, chartered life underwriter, volunteer ESL 

teacher, and amateur pianist, passed away on Aneran roz in the month of Tir (December 16, 

2009), the day after her 88th birthday.  She was concerned about the welfare of animals and 

chose to adopt a primarily vegan diet.  Naju is survived by 3 of her children: Prochee 

Wheeler, Dhun May and Byram Daruwala--who are very grateful for all she has done for 

them.  Naju is also survived by 3 of her grandchildren (Charles Scuitto, Armaiti May 

and Mathew Daruwala), 2 great-grandchildren (Billy and Iva Scuitto), her brother Pesi 

Damkevala and other relatives in India, Canada and the United States.  She was predeceased by 

her son Jamshed, her husband Soli Byramji Daruwala, her brother Homi 

Damkevala and her grandson Daniel Byram May.  

May Ahura Mazda bless and guide our kind friend Naju as she continues her journey in the 

spiritual world. 

                                                                          (submitted by Naju Daruwalaôs family) 

 

  

 

Jeroo Malva, wife of Cowsie, passed away on Dec. 28, 2010.  Jeroo was the sister of Silloo Jal 

Billimoria and Keki Wadia, and sister-in-law of Roshan Wadia, Dr. Ruby Malva Norwood, 

Roshan Malva, Dolly Malva, Zarin Malva and Aban Kapadia.  Jeroo was a very active ZAC 

member, always willing to help with cooking, bringing offerings for jashans and in whatever 

other ways she could. 

 

Ovnai (Arnavaz) Shahabadi, wife of Manek Shahabadi and mother of Meher, passed away on Jan. 

15, 2010. 
 
Our sincere condolences to the families of the bereaved. 

 

mailto:msantoke@csulb.edu


 


